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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—MARCH SELECTION 


Wilder, Thornton. The Ides March. 
Feb. 18, 1948. 246p. $2.75. 


this reviewer’s opinion that The Ides March one 
the most significant books published the last ten 
years. first all genuine piece literature. the 
plotting intricate, the thought and characterization are 
exquisitely harmonized, magnificent historical perspec- 
achieved reducing complexity focus, and the 
the wonder and mystery life tense, 
and exalted. American literature enriched 
work which, without losing its modern reference, re- 
the golden age Rome language appropriate 
classic elegance, its pagan splendor, and its 
thirst for the “good news” soon announced 
throughout the empire. 


The Ides March what the Elizabethans would call 
feigned history,” set imaginary documents inter- 
the principal events Rome affecting Julius Cae- 
at, his family, friends and enemies between August and 
Caesar’s assassination March, Technically 
The Ides March cross between the epistolary novel 
Richardson and the imaginary conversation Walter 
Savage Landor. Some liberties have been taken with the 
chronology actual historical events and the time scheme 
the itself. 


“Within each the four books the documents are given 
chronological order. Those Book One 
cover September, Book Two, which contains 
material relevant Caesar’s inquiry concerning the nature 
love, begins earlier and traverses the whole Septem- 
ber and October. Book Three, mainly occupied with 
begins earlier still and runs through the autumn, 


with the ceremonies the Good Goddess 
Book Four, resuming all the aspects Cae- 
sar’s particularly those dealing with himself 
possibly filling role instrument “destiny,” begins 
earliest document the volume and concludes 
with his assassination.” 


The purpose this arrangement becomes clear the 
approaches its tragic conclusion. Each book widens 
the circumference the story, introduces new characters, 
motives and events, and reviews fresh contexts the 
philosophical core the book stated gloss two 
lines Goethe’s Faust: “Out man’s recognition fear 
and awe that there Unknowable comes all that 
best the explorations his mind—even though that 
recognition often misled into superstition, enslavement, 
and overconfidence.” 


The documents which comprise the books are letters, re- 
ports and notes, chiefly Caesar himself. Philosophy, 
politics, religion, art, morals are the subjects speculation 
and comment. The treatment academic the large 
and liberal sense one uses that term connection with 
Plato and Plutarch. Many discussions (see especially pp. 
76-87) are replicas the classical symposium. Yet this 
imposing classical structure, first touch chill and first 
glance forbidding, hot with life and iridescent with color. 
The philosophy perfectly (amazingly not too strong 
word) integrated with the personal and public destinies. 
Caesar, Cicero, Catullus, Cleopatra, Clodia, the egregious 
Clodius, Mark Anthony, Brutus, Cytheris the incompar- 
able actress, are figures tragedy. Through them Rome 
speaks too, classical Rome, pagan Rome, Rome sick and 
debauched, Rome proud and triumphant. 


Feb. 
1948. 


One must mention also the important trivia this book. 
“Historical reconstruction not among the primary aims 
this work” writes Mr. Wilder his preface, but 
important secondary effect and superb lesson those 
historical novelists who can neither select nor digest their 
facts. Mr. Wilder does not exhume the past; evokes 
the genii time and place whose obedience his art 
prompt and unwearying and delicate that Ariel. 


Because Caesar, the “hero” this book, dealt danger- 
ous speculations and lived the dim gray light the 
pagan world, The Ides March may puzzle the uniniti- 
ated. times Lucretian scepticism, Euripidean irony, 
Catullan despair, the paralyzing frailties pagan natural- 
ism, seem cast their shadow over the whole, and the 
meaning life seems represented insoluble 
enigma. But one must remember that life did seem 
enigma, even Sophocles and perhaps even Plato. 
Mr. Wilder does not clearly reveal his own values this 
book. However, may make the tentative but tenable 
assumption that the fear and awe the 
which ascribes the best efforts the human mind, 
not only the beginning wisdom his characters but 
real, imperfectly expressed, personal belief his own 
some kind Divine Superintendence. say that this 
tenable opinion because one cannot measure man 
accurately Wilder does without some knowledge 
man’s Measurer. this extent least Mr. 
knows the “Unknowable.” 


Francis 
Fordham 


New York City 


LITERARY GUILD—MARCH SELECTION 


Boyd, Martin. Lucinda Brayford. Dutton. 
20, 1948. 429p. $3.00. 

With Lucinda Brayford’s arrival the American scene 
from England where the novel seems have been favor- 
ably and—considering James Hilton’s all out (and odious) 
comparison with the Forsyte Saga—excessively well 
ceived, another addition has been made the current 
spate family-and-character fiction our time. Here 
the endeavor combine both family and character 
giving the history four generations discursively while 
focusing its central effort third generation Lucinda, the 
link between her father, Fred Vane the second genera- 
tion, and her son, Stephen the fourth. The first gener- 
ation negligible far serves only set the scene 
Australia where grandfather William Vane forced 
cards. 

Grandfather dies leaving debts and little real property. 
Fred, his son, tries save the estate moving into the 
farming country. Several bad seasons leave him and 
Julie, his wife, penury. accident, finally falls 
into fortune sheep and Lucinda born into life 
progressive prosperity. eighteen she thinks she loves 
Tony, the family cicerone thirteen years her elder. trip 
Europe puts the final coldness that tepid emotion, 
but when she meets handsome Hugo Brayford visiting 
Australia from England, she marries him. 

Brayford and Lucinda lead fairly happy existence until 
she discovers that still sees his old mistress, the lovelv 
widowed Mrs. Fabian Parker. this point Lucinda 
affair with Pat Lanfranc, old friend Hugo’s, but 


Wilder Boyd 


Best 


Bedier Benedict 


this fails bring her happiness because Pat all too 
take all and give nothing return. 


With the advent World War II, find Stephen, 
son, helping the evacuation Dunkirk. 
army later but refusing obey orders because 
scientious objections. Court martial and 
Stephen’s health and dies. The story closes 
Lucinda almost the verge mystical experience th: 
same chapel where Stephen used listen the 
choir. 

For all four hundred and twenty-nine pages, the writing 
maturely suppressed. much that even 
the The same even pace 
scenes emotion well those leisurely 
dulls the personality the actors. Lucinda does not rig 
fall mightily courageously. She does not take life 
the neck and wring it, nor does she Rather life pushe 
her—not too vigorously—from Tony Hugo Pat 
Stephen and she stays almost complacently pushed. 


to 
WwW 


Fred Vane, her father, could have been exploited more 
man fighting for survival the rugged Australian hinter. 
land. could old-maidish Watteau, the Vane household 
nurse bad times and good. Pat Lanfranc 
selfish character more what does not say and 
rather than more positive means. general, character 
conflict remains more than implied leaving the 
impression that implicit tail has been wagging 
plicit and rather sizeable dog. 

The author treats the indelicate situations with excellent 
taste and wreath due him for opposing the current 
trends this respect. While his prose worlds away 
from the sensitive phrase Galsworthy, still move 
smoothly and with easy objectivity. 


Lucinda may recommended those who 
enjoy leisurely tale with the rougher elements suppressed 
and those too, who not insist that all their reading 
strictly grade literature. 
Victor Yanitelli, 
Department Romance Languages 
University Scranton 


Bedier, Julie, with illustrations Louise Trevisan. 
Book About God. Macmillan. Feb. 24, 1948. 
$2.00. pages. 


Benedict, Ruth and Gene Weltfish. 
Backyard. The Races Mankind. Schuman. 
23, 1948. $2.00. pages. 


Different they are their approach 
these two books, both which are being published during 
National Brotherhood Week, are being reviewed together 
because the first stresses the only basic point which can 
solve racial problems, the subject matter the second. 
Henry’s Backyard, compiled two Columbia 
sity anthropologists and based upon cartoon movie en- 
titled Brotherhood Man, which turn stems from the 
authors’ publication Races Mankind, presents the 
cept the essential similarity races series colored 
cartoon drawings accompanied brief running dialogue. 
The theme dream Henry, ordinary Caucasian, 
that the world became small enough fit into his back 
yard and that representatives all races had become his 
neighbors. And immediately, under the influences the 
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Green Devils prejudice, fear, stupidity and hate 
living within each, they began fight because they were 
that they were different. The then proceed 
demonstrate Henry that there are essential differ- 
ences brawn intelligence basic physiology inge- 
and that the observable such colora- 
are insignificant. All human beings are shown hav- 
ing the same desire for love, home, family and entitled 
health, education and the right work. Racial 
has sychogenetic origin, stemming from worry fear 
causing people become “jumpy and 
and too ready take out the other 
have proven that there are essential differ- 
ences the human body, sensible should disca 
notions racial prejudice, rid themselves anxiet 
and fears and work together for the formation better 
world. the general method and theme the 
there little quarrel save for single major omission, the 
smug assumption that science alone has the solution and 
that modern psychology can account for the origin 
racial prejudice. The book valuable presenting 
intelligible form the important fact that all men are 
similar. 


What major importance and what omitted 
Henry’s Backyard the basic truth upon which Book 
About God constructed. God our Father, are all 
His children, bound His love, bound love and serve 
all men who are our brothers. This essential oneness 
God’s family the single most significant deterrent 
racial prejudice. This book originated Maryknoll where 

oth author and illustrator are known Sister Juliana and 
Sster presents brief textual form accom- 
panied charmingly done illustrations, the basic revealed 
the one true religion which the universal link 
God and man without reference color and 
race. planned the first Wide World Picture 
Story Books the field religious truths. Reverently and 
smply introduces the pre-school child (4-6 years) 
God and the creation men, the soul and love God, 
the Fatherhood God and the Brotherhood Man, 
our home Heaven, the Incarnation, Life, and 
Death our Divine Lord Jesus Christ, the Guardian 
Angel, prayer, the Church and the idea that men 


God different ways and serving their fellow- 


men. is, course, only introduction and not com- 
many things such some 
Sacraments, Purgatory, Sin and forth, not even 
touched.upon. The author and illustrator are 
congratulated thanked not only for having produced 
such useful tool, but for the charming rever- 
ence which the whole book and which will 
touch the heart any reader. Parents will find invalu- 
able. 

Leonard Wolf 

University Scranton 


Weaver, Richard Ideas Have Consequences. 
The University Chicago Press. 16, 1948. 
190p. $2.75. 

For many reasons, this remarkable and important 
book. presents criticism our world that searching, 
intelligent, and realistic. This has been done before, but 
way. Moreover, the 


original and effective 


Weaver 237 


author does not stop with giving account the 
decline the est; presents well plan for recon- 
struction, least for the first that 
Because forceful and skillful writer, well 
thinker who has read history and the signs the 
aright and has hard upon them, this review will 
try convey the quality his thought and writing 
number quotations from the book. 


“There ground for declaring,” Mr. Weaver writes, “that 
modern man has become moral idiot For four cen- 
turies every man has been not only his own priest but his 
own fessor ethics, and the consequence anarchy 
which threatens eve that minimum consensus value 
necessary the political state.” “Like Macbeth, Western 
man made evil decision, which has become the 
cient and Gnal cause other evil decisions.” This deci- 
sion was made the time and work 
Occam with the choice nominalist philosophy. “The 
practical result nominalist philosophy banish the 
reality which perceived the intellect and posit 
reality that which perceived the senses The 
denial everything transcending experience means in- 
evitab ly—though ways are found hedge this—the 

escape ftom the ‘man the measure 
all things. Thus began the ‘abomination desola- 
tion’ appearing today feeling alienation from all 
fixed Man the divine image, the pro- 
tagonist great drama which his soul was stake, 
was replaced man the wealth-seeki 
animal.” 


literacy indication knowledge and wisdom 
Mr. Weaver writes: one may question whether 
there has ever been more deceptive panacea, 
not what people can read; what they read, and 
what they can made, any imaginable means, 
learn from what they read, that determine the issue this 
noble experiment. have given them technique 
acquisition; how much comfort can take the way 
they employ society where expression free and 
popularity rewarded they read mostly that which de- 
bauches them and they are continuously exposed ma- 
nipulation controllers the printing machine 
looming above all reminder this fatuity the 
tragedy modern Germany, the one totally literate 
nation.” labor: “Labor ceases functional life; 
becomes something that grudgingly traded for that 
competence, that superfluity, which everyone has 
‘right’ to.” normal thing for any class adopt 
the ideas class above (and here another argu- 
ment for the importance rational hierarchy), even 
when those ideas happen about itself Accord- 
ingly, workers’ organizations accepted their practice the 
idea that labor commodity when they began the 
capitalist technique restricting production the interest 
price. Labor which bought and sold anonymous 
traders cannot feel consecration task.” 


the critical section Ideas Have Consequences there 
are six chapters. They are entitled “The Unsentimental 
Sentiment,” “Distinction and Hierarchy,” “Fragmentation 
and Obsession,” “Egotism Work and Art,” “The Great 
Stereopticon,” and “The Spoiled-Child Psychology.” One 
the finest chapters the book that the Great 
Stereopticon, wonderful machine constructed certain 


vested interests our age. “It the function this 
machine project selected pictures life the hope 
that what seen will imitated.” “The Great Stereopti- 
con, like most gadgets, has been progressively improved 
and added until today machine three parts: 
the press, the motion picture, and the radio.” the case 
the press, the author describes the “forces which keep 
this part the Stereopticon from giving the living 
for the movies: “We are speaking here, 
course, from the fundamental point view. censor- 
ship the movies, worthy the name, would mean 
complete reinterpretation most their themes, for 
the beliefs which underlie virtually every movie story are 
precisely the ones which are hurrying perdition. 
The entire globe becoming imbued with the notion that 
there some thing normative about the insane sort 
life lived New York and Hollywood—even after that 
life has been exaggerated suit the morbid appetite the 
thrill-seeker.” 

From the radio “the broadcast chaos comes curious 
monotone. This the voice the Hollow Men, who 
can see the toppling walls Jerusalem, Athens, and 
Rome without enough soul sense tragedy.” “The 
operators the Stereopticon their very selection 
matter make horrifying assumptions about reality. For 
its audience that overarching dome becomes sort 
miasmic cloud, breeder strife and degradation and 
the subhuman.” “Somewhere, moreover, the metaphysi- 
cians publicity have absorbed the idea that the goal 
life happiness through comfort Advertising fosters 
the concept, social democracy approves it, and the accept- 
ance wide that virtually impossible today, except 
from the religious rostrum, teach that life means dis- 
cipline and sacrifice.” 

Mr. Weaver’s constructive doctrine, although there 
necessarily much that positive and constructive his 
critique the contemporary situation, found his last 
three chapters: “The Last Metaphysical Right,” “The 
Power the Word,” and “Piety and Justice.” The first 
deals with his conception the nature and necessity 
private property: the distributive ownership small 
properties. These take the form independent farms, 
local businesses, homes owned the occupants, 
where individual responsibility gives significance pre- 
rogative over property.” The second concerned with 
the problem its highest sense. The char- 
acter the last indicated its title. the author 
writes: have tried, far possible, express the 
thought this essay secular language, but there are 
points where has proved impossible dispense with 
appeal religion can shown every case that 
loss belief results some form bitterness There 
bitterness the thought that there may hell; 
for—in the irrefutable syllogism the theologians—if 
there hell, there justice. And bitterness 
always incentive self-destruction. When becomes 
evident that the world’s rewards are not adequate the 
world’s pain, and when the possibility other reward 
denied, simple calculation demands the ending all.” 


“In the same way, have inform the multitude that 
restoration comes price... Are you ready, must 
ask them, grant that the law reward inflexible 
and that one cannot, cunning through complaints, 
obtain more than puts Are you prepared see 


Ward 


that comfort may seduction and that the fetish 
material prosperity will have pushed aside 
some sterner ideal? you see the necessity 
ing duties before you begin talk freedoms? may 
well that the course degeneration has proved 
enervating that there way reinspiring with ideals, 
know that such often the case with individual 
tories.” But again: “It may that are awaiting 
great change, that the sins the fathers are going 
visited upon the generations until the reality evil 
again brought home and there comes 
reaction, like that which flowered the chivalry and 
spirituality the Middle Ages.” 
Because what written Ideas Have 
and because the way which written, this reviewer 
urges that given the very widest reading. Teachers 
and librarians should know themselves. They 
should bring their students and others know and 
cuss wide and book. 

John Ryan 

The School Philosophy 

Catholic University America 


Washington, 


Ward, Mary Jane. The Professor’s Umbrella. Ran. 
dom House. Feb. 16, 1948. 313p. $3.00. 


Like Kingsblood Royal, Gentleman’s Agreement and Earth 
and High Heaven, The Professor’s Umbrella deals 
current social problem terms the novel. The ques 
tion immediately recurs: Does the sociological element, 
its very presence, create pamphleteering tract, can 
the literary factors blended with the thesis pro. 
pounded that the novel remains novel, piece 
ture potentially capable being classed with what the 
French call belles-lettres? The answer would seem lie 
within the individual book and,—judging from the un- 
merciful treatment meted out Sinclair Lewis and Laura 
Messrs. Louis Bromfield and Orville Prescott), the perfect 
harmony creative imagination and the critique our 
contemporary society has not yet been achieved. 


Still, our social problems make strong strands our 
cultural fabric. This fabric very real part our lives 
and separate our literature from would sponsor 
airy nothings exotic habitations with meaningless names. 
Dickens without industrial London would scarecrow 
caricature himself indeed. fact, Dickens could 
cited one real proof that the task possible. For 
Balzac pictured society and Zola dissected it, Dickens 
sentimentally inveighed against it. Always remained— 
and remains now—with the author lay the emphasis 
where saw fit. the present case, the weight 
that emphasis which will determine the character the 
creator’s work. 


The Professor’s handles only one small facet 
the Anti-Semitic question. Its scope not broad 
that Gentleman’s Agreement nor does Mary Jane Ward 
approach the problem from the point view love 
between Gentile and Jew Gwethalyn Graham did 
her masterful Earth and High Heaven. The 
Umbrella the petty problems campus politics and 
versity Administration are cleverly intertwined with the 


larger 
posit 
for 
Presid 
moral 
play 
antics 
who 
tive 

gentle 
water. 
for 
friend 
ration 


tut 


The 
little 
Dr. 
and 


the 


Prenti 
lower 


ears. 
| 


the 


the 
huma 
the 
she 


from 


The 


tectior 


Maas 
Feb. 


The 
tion fi 
will 
the 
with 
This 
histori 
excuse 


Denm 
Christ 


neurot 


aga 
7 


the fetish 
ity 
may 
with 
his 
awaiting 
going 
ity evil 
chivalry and 


this reviewer 
Teachers 
and dis 


ophy 


America 


rella. Ran. 
00. 


and Eartl 
deals with 
The 
cal element 
tract, or can 
the sis pro- 
ece of lite era- 
what the 
seem lie 
the 
and Laura 
(specifically 
the perfect 
tique our 
red. 
our 
our lives 
sponsor 
names. 
scarecrow 
could 
ble. For 
it, Dickens 
remained— 
emphasis 
weight 
acter the 


nall facet 
broad 
Jane Ward 
iew love 
did 
ics and 
with the 


MarcH 1948 


problem the competent Jewish assistant and his 


position the faculty. 

Kitner, the 
due 
oted 


Briefly, the story revolves around Gregory 
for otion but summarily dismissed the big 
President the University trumped charge 
moral turp The story unfolds with great inter- 
play malice between the President’s prejudice and the 
antics pin-brained, money-spoiled brat 

who stubbornly infatuated with her professor Crea 
Writing and morbidly fixed breaking down his 


gntlemanly resistance. Highlighting this action are the 


lan 


stuaent 


contrived reactions the militant Carl 

water, another Jewish member the faculty soon slated 
for dismissal, and Tom Dawson, supposedly Kit’s best 
friend but actually presidential bootlicker who tries 


rationalize himself into justified sycophancy for the sake 


tutorial advancement. 


The pattern this bold, clear-cut move rece 
impetus from the personalities 
Dr. Paul Peebles, Kit’s head the Eng 
with the integrity and honesty the scholar; 
Dawson, Tom’s wife, with whom Kit was once love 
and who the daughter old lly Carr frustrated 
the Presidency the present, handsome incumbent; Amy 
Prentiss, the wealthy lady who uses the University 
lower her income taxes, flame Kit’s after Mary; Dr. 
Harriet Hough, who comes the integrating factor into 
life when all else seems have crashed his 
ears. The brisk dialogue put these characters pins 
them down people University environment while 
the same time exposing them ruthlessly individual 
human beings that cause and suffer from the friction 
the other human lives against which they daily rub. 


Kit’s character, the author provides the 
reflection that made her Snake Pit fine novel. Here 
develops manly personality with just the proper 
down-to-earth reality that makes easy bridge 
the written page the reader’s mind and experience. 


whom touches: 
lish Department, 
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The Professor’s Umbrella, symbol incidentally, pro- 
tection from the elements, beneath which Harriet and Kit 
find each other, makes for topflight reading both 
story and view one particular phase modern 


pro oblem. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph. 
Department Romance 
University Scranton 


Maass, Edgar. The Queen’s Physician. Scribner. 


Feb. 16, 1948. 405p. $3.00. 


The eighteenth century seems possess curious fascina- 
tion for people the moment. years come, there 
will probably goodly crop Ph.D. theses examining 
the numerous movies and pseudo-historical novels dealing 
with this period. 


This novel Edgar Maass, however, far from pseudo- 
historical. That say, has not dressed puppets, 
many others do, eighteenth century costume 
excuse for profanity and wantonness. dealing with 
Denmark the 1760’s and 70’s and the degenerate 
Christian VII. Christian young prince, delicate, 


fear-ridden, had been handed over the care 


Maass 239 


sadistic tutor, brutal corrupt Count Reventlau, 
tortured mentally and physically until, becoming king 
the age sixteen, was the verge dementia 
praecox. This king, himself sadistic, 
yet during his lucid intervals possessing considerable 
amount charm, married Princess Caroline- the 
hideously revolting story, and loses nothing the 
telling. But the main interest the boc lies the de- 
scription that extraordinary rise dictatorial 

German Johan Frederick 
out his due time, 
who was the King and who, with 
Christian’s full knowledge, made the Queen his paramour. 


loct or, 


Ya 


Becoming “Prime Minister” that land absolute 
monarchy, issued over ten thousand cabinet orders 
ten months. Then his fate caught with him: 
engineered rising, imprisonment for three months, and 


barbaric death the hands the executioner. 
Caroline-Matilda was divorced and banished, never again 
permitted see her children, the Crown Prince Frederick 
and the she had borne Struensee. 

may well said once that great deal this 
book you have vile ons described vile language. 
That not only true the innumerable sexual immorali- 
ties scattered throughout the pages, but the descriptions 
unnatural cruelties. Maass inventing but little. 


aughter 


Most ‘society’ eighteenth century Europe was rotten 
the core. But one may justifiably criticise the crudity 


and sensuality much the writing, and also call atten- 
tion defect that surely not one carelessness: that 
faulty construction. The first part the book gives 
the impression being just one more shameless novel 
court scandal, better written than most, but greater 
importance. The second part deals with one the most 
fascinating episodes eighteenth century Europe—the 
attempt Struensee set liberal humanitarian state 
Denmark the methods Dictator. Struensee, the 
son German Lutheran Pastor, had abandoned religion 
and adopted wholesale the ideas Rousseau and the 
Encyclopaedists. could see most things that were 
wrong with Denmark, but knew Danish history and 
studied the Danish language, issuing all his decrees 
German. had love for his adopted country, 
roots her past, only desire Reformer: and 
erected house built upon sand. alienated the 
nobles his desire free the serfs; the Lutheran Church 
his attempts remove the stigma illegitimacy from 
children born out wedlock; the timorous middle class 
his decree abolishing the censorship the press; 
dom his financial reforms. 


The moral the book that you cannot reform people 
against their will, that most people not want reform. 
But Maass ignores the comment the Swiss philosopher 
Reverdil, member Christian’s court: “There was 
Dane who did not regard personal insult 
subjected power whose sole foundation was the 
scandal the royal provides with 
better interpretation the failure this curious experi- 
ment. Denmark had had all the faults feudal Scandi- 
navia, but least mediaeval days she had belongec 
the unity Christian Europe. Readers Sigrid 
Unset’s novels mediaeval Norwegian life will under- 
stand what effect that had pagan savagery. But for 
three hundred years Denmark had been snatched from that 


| 
} 
| 
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unity. There was nothing but subjected piety for- 
mal Lutheranism temper grossness 
Struensee brought love into his reforming zeal, 
kindled knew nothing the end 
man the Fatherhood God. was obse 
the vision himself the designer enlighter 
State. Even his love for the Queen was kept subservient 
his political ambitions. 
The book begins banality. rises brilliance the 
description the political philosopher. ends reli- 
gious tract. During his imprisonment Struensee comes 
realize, psychic experiences, dreams, talks with the 
visiting Pastor, the existence the God had ignored, 
and the necessity living His presence. Here, oddly 
enough, lies the book’s real danger. unlikely that 
any but morbid adolescent minds would harmed 
the vulgar crudity much the writing; and Maass 
holds brief for Struensee’s political philosophy and 
methods. But the last chapters are movingly written— 
yet they are pure subjectivism. stand free before 
God, and nowhere else but the sight God. Without 
practical goals, without being member society 
the state the church. either serve God 
freedom Moloch slavery. Moloch has many names 
church, business, money, family, happiness, piety, 
pleasure. But they all boil down the same condition 
servitude.” What this religion without dogma? 
hard condemn this book which has its object 
the demonstration the reform, love, life 
itself, without the expression, the Lutheran- 
ism, which the danger, and there far too much 
this dependence “religious experience” the world 
today. Both parts the book need read with much 
caution—though for very different reasons. 

Angela Cave 

Manhattan College 

the Sacred Heart 


O’Connor, Frank (pseudonym Michael O’Dono- 
van). The Common Chord; Stories and Tales. 
Knopf. Feb. 16, $2.75. 

Those who enjoyed Guests the Nation, Bones Con- 
tention Crab Apple Jelly will not disappointed with 
this latest collection stories from Frank O’Connor’s pen. 
But those who are unacquainted with his work and are 
looking for coy vignettes from the Emerald Isle had better 
browse elsewhere. 

“The Common Chord”—common these stories well 
many O’Connor’s other pieces—is the sexual in- 
stinct, particularly its psychological repercussions. 
“News for the Church” the urge young girl 
express her romantic attachment carnal sin someone, 
and who made the error choosing old Father Cassidy 
the “someone.” “The Custom the Country” 
girl seeks escape the cramping snobbishness her 
mother marriage Protestant, who converted 
his intended’s Faith with suspicious alacrity; but she finds 
herself, after the bridal night, obliged back home 
alone face the told you “The Holy Door” 
the longest and one the best tales the book—a skill- 
fully tangled skein desire, malice, frustration and peace. 
Juan (Retired)” seems this reviewer the 
of the 
that characterize the other 


lot—strained and lacking the compelling interest 


stories. the 


O’Connor 


Wood” O’Connor shows once again the flair for 
and the acute insight into the mental world 
which distinguished “First Confession” 
here, but chosen Sister Mariella Gable for her 
ogy: They Are People). 
The naive reader will often repelled the 
dry and sardonic detachment. His people for the 
part are not noble; not find ourselves admiring 
them, and yet cannot help but sympathize with them— 
which more than the author does. seems 
“Here they are, that’s how they are, and that’s that, 
true, and gives the measure O’Connor’s 
mate craftsmanship. Nellie “The Miracle” is, 
colloquialisms, quirks and behavior perfect unity, 
object lesson anyone who wants see what first rate 
piece character-creation looks like. 
The religious portrayed these pages are almost 
ably unattractive Father Ring and his interfering 
ways, Sister Angela bouncing into the room “beaming 
them with array buck teeth” (p. 30), Father Foley 
entering married woman’s boudoir and bestowing upon 
her kiss somewhat more than fatherly. Whether 
this combined with lot more human spite and yearn. 
ing and pathos (both lay and clerical) adds true 
picture life small Irish town hard say you 
haven’t lived small Irish town. But most the time 
the people this book bear triking resemblance 
people anywhere prescind particulars and 
sider them the and large. 
sum up: the tales are interesting and moving, they 
have artistic integrity, and they are worth reading. They 
are quite frank about sexual matters, but not lewd. 
though obviously Catholic setting 
there runs through the stories undertone despair, 
quiet and profound. the familiar note 
pessimism, redeemed total absence 
Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Bourke Cockran, Free Lance 
Scribner. Feb. 16, 


James. 
American Politics. 
$3.50. 

The gift natural oratory, wide historical reading, legal 
training and Irishman’s pertinacity spite odds 
made William Bourke Cockran contender with William 
Jennings Bryan for the laurels America’s First Orator 
during the four decades which pivot the turn the 
century. Born County Sligo, February 28, 1854, the son 
convert heiress mother and short-lived 
ing father, was steeped Irish lore the old family 
cowherd and more formally educated Catholic schools 
France and Ireland. Bourke sailed for America the 
age seventeen compromise between the family 
favored careers either the Indian Civil Service 
London stock broker’s office. Encouraged law 
ham Tappan, garnered reputation the 
mian circle the Hyena Club while gaining more 
ing name skillful and successful trial lawyer. 


Hall Democrat was sent the National 
mittee Maine 1880 one the speakers who 
the state into Democratic landslide such bon mots 
Republicanism appetite.” 


“Democracy faith. 
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Invited within the Wigwam “Honest John” Kelly, 
Bourke Cockran became the orator, but never the politi- 
Tammany Hall. 

the national conventions the party, the House 
Representatives, remained fearless crusader who 
evelled fighting for unpopular causes, maintaining his 
principles sound money, free-trading, anti-imperialist, 
world disarmament, anti-Bossism Democrat. Cockran’s 
principles times led him oppose Cleveland, Bryan 
and Wilson and actively support McKinley and Teddy 
Roosevelt. Two exiles from Tammany, under Croker and 
Murphy, were put aside final return 1919 under 
the aegis Smith. The legal career frequently 
shunted aside for politics justly prospered the field 
law, but his greatest case was the defense Tom 
Mooney which developed into crusade with him after 
perjury-secured conviction. Outstanding Cath- 
firm his devotion Ireland, master repartee, 
charmer hostile audiences, Bourke Cochran died 
March 1923, fighting the end for his principles. 
This eulogistic biography over-emphasizes the oratorical, 
reveals only flashes the true man and under-plays the 
conflicts Tammany and national politics which would 
shown man more worthy admiration than 
adulation. Except for the “Duel With Dalzell” one might 
think Bourke Cockran’s addresses and activities never re- 
adverse comment. outstanding Catholic 
layman politics, the agitations Reverend Thomas 
Ducey and the Lexow Committee well those Rev- 
eend Edward McGlynn and the single tax theories de- 
least passing mention, since Cockran 
vein, one might ask more the endeavors Cock- 
ran co-operate with Archbishops Ireland, Corrigan and 
Keane (not yet Archbishop Dubuque, rather Dams- 
cus) prevent the Spanish-American War, particularly 
since Corrigan was conspicuously unwilling participate 
inIreland’s attempt international diplomacy. Nor any 
indication given the suspicion the Archbishop New 
York that Bourke Cockran his more Republican phases 
might have been turning towards John Ireland. How 
Cockran fitted into the plans Henry Cabot Lodge and 
the opposition Wilson’s post-war endeavors continues 
unanswered question. spite these omis- 
sions the book remains interesting for what does offer, 
for the sympathy which Mr. McGurrin has with his sub- 
and for recalling the American mind man worthy 
remembered. 


Peter Hogan, 
Catholic University 


Washington, 


Chidsey, Donald Stronghold. Doubleday. Feb. 
19,1948. 343p. $3.00. 


Donald Barr Chidsey fans will recognize and welcome an- 
other his novels although perhaps better known 
for his popularized biographies. This tale two 
Connecticut boys living through the years just before, dur- 
ing and after the War Jones and 
lohn Rellison were bound boys the upright Judge Watts 
ina Federalist stronghold, the Connecticut village Ston- 
the Sound. Both worked the Judge’s ship- 
yard and both, seventeen, were skilled pilots demand 


for slipping ships past Montauk point and the coastal cut- 


Chidsey 
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ters endeavoring enforce Jefferson’s hated Embargo Act. 
Judge Watts kind the boys who replace his affec- 
tions his own son Aaron, lost sea years before. Demure 
Deliverance Watts sister both them and Mrs. 
Watts makes secret her preference for the more 
personable John. The boys themselves are deeply attached 
each other, think and act alike. 


One night John refuses return from piloting job and 
runs off sea become sailor. Hab remains with the 
Judge until inadvertently carried off trip the 
West Indies. Martinique introduced sex 
through the medium the sangmele Suzanne whose 
owner, French planter, outsmarts save ship and 
cargo. However Hab impressed aboard the British 
frigate Pactolus from whence after suffering many cruelties 
escapes and returns Stonington. There happy 
becoming shipbuilder while John remains sailor, 
dissolute, drinker and generally worthless. 

Hab grows into steady and respected citizen, virtuous 
the drily materialistic fashion thought typical 
Connecticut New Englanders. falls love with 
Deliverance and attempts win her but she refuses be- 
cause single occasion she had willingly given her 
virginity John although she soon learned that she did 
not love him. When Hab convinces her that this makes 
difference him she the marriage. But then 
Judge Watts dies and because his mentally unstable widow 
opposes the match Hab and Deliverance wait, although 
constantly engaging nocturnal dalliance. Finally they 
persuade visiting preacher marry them secretly. When 
Mrs. Watts dies insane after the British bombardment 
Stonington during the War 1812, the two are married 
openly. did most New England, Hab opposed the 
nor would become interested privateering, being 
content make his profits from the shipyard and from 
wise investments his earnings and the wealth which the 
Judge had left Deliverance. 

Meanwhile John has deteriorated the point becoming 
slaver and even sends imposter home pose the 
dead Aaron Watts. returns from time time and 
clashes with Hab though basically the two remain friends. 
Finally John returns with Hab’s Suzanne his wife with 
the intention retiring and living Stonington. Their 
marriage deteriorates rapidly and when Suzanne found 
floating dead the bay with John’s bandanna around her 
throat suspicion fastens quickly upon John. Hab tries 
save him from mob, but perceiving the futility his 
task, returns home only find John attempting per- 
suade Deliverance leave with him. then 
leads John the point gun the shipyard where 
intends kill him. the last moment Hab desists and 
finally helps John escape the story ends. 


orees 
agrees 


This tale adventure and romance featuring conflict 
between two friends built stock characters, scenes 
and situations. Though bit awkward times does 
develop into fairly interesting story mainly due the 
inclusion bits lore village life, life the British 
Navy, shipbuilding and several other interesting items. 
general fairly free from objectionable matter save for 
occasional profanity and the introduction fornications 
which, though treated with fair amount reserve, are 
regarded natural under the circumstances. general 


suitable for adults though its only value enter- 
tainment. 
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Ethridge, Willie Snow. It’s Greek Me. Van- 
guard. Feb. 11, 1948. 297p. $3.00. 


The serious and dangerous temptation place this book 
very low the swelling category which includes the 
Intourist “observations” Mary Roberts Rinehart and 
Evelyn Walsh McLean, the embassy chatter Helene 
Lombard, and the lacquered 
tions Claire Boothe Luce’s account the fall Bel- 
gium. perhaps coincidence that more than one 
these ladies is, like Willie Snow Ethridge, the wife 
prominent publisher. Like It’s Greek Me, the fore- 
runners this flowery field have the glossy sense uni- 
versal entree which associate with Roy Howard and 
Colonel McCormick. This book differs from the other 
glittering publications its general lack cosmopolitan 
air, its too close resemblance the girlish confidences 
Cornelia Otis Skinner and Emily Kimbrough Our 
Hearts Were Young and Gay. Mrs. Ethridge has been 
the Stork Club. She refers “sparkling” conversation 
with “several delightful people” including Walter Win- 
chell and Leonard Lyons. She gives evidence her im- 
petuous charm high circles, private joke shared 
vith the King Greece, and gallant officials arranging 
for her comfort and security several languages. She 
even occasional mistress the Conde Nast style: 
The chapel intimate and exquisite. The front 
it, around the altar, hung with bright red brocade 
which absolutely right the background for the 
gold candelabra and slim, white tapers. The bishops 
matched the candelabra robes gold, and, 
they moved about front the altar, the light 
struck them and they flashed like signals. 


But Mrs. Ethridge’s most obvious roots are the genteel, 
provincial world Liberal Southerners. 


Her chief fault writer, fact, excessive, 
parenthetical, consciousness herself jolly fresh- 
water type. blurb indicates that readers will find Mrs. 
Ethridge “taking frank enjoyment meeting and spoof- 
ing) everyone from King flower vendor.” The spoofing 
is, frankly, corny. Mrs. Ethridge “natural” for the 
Helen Hokinson circuit, Westchester Mornings Diver- 
sion and Alumnae luncheons Grosse Point. give 
you some idea: she almost always refers her distinguish- 
husband “the Roommate” and endows him with 
most the small-boy qualities which are axioms the 
sentimental mythology the women’s clubs. She has 
written book wartime, called This Little Pig Stayed 
Home, and confides the gay family names, completely 
inoffensive, for the most comic parts the anatomy. 


This really too bad. For when she stops remembering 
play Nick and Nora Charles with her husband—who, 
very busy and conscientious official the Border 
Commission Greece, the man least distinctly seen 
the book—her book not unimpressive account the 
present tragedy Greece, and Bulgaria, Jugoslavia, Hun- 
gary, and Austria. Its best parts are those which the 
authoress transcribes the talk others with almost 
complete effacement her own brimming 
sonality. The simplicity and impartiality the account 
the Lidice Greece, the massacre Kalavryta, the 
words Greek woman working for the Near East 
Foundation and Mrs. Ethridge’s own relatively impersonal 
description the exciting Communist demonstrations 


and simple-minded Jugoslav duplicity during the 
investigation Greek refugee camp are the high 
pretty flat book. The irony the tragedy 
ryta that its terrible Nazi fate came after 
Germans had been murdered Communist guerillas 
whom the terrified village had political 
sympathy. Edmund Wilson has been over much 
Ethridge’s ground. more knowing guide 
intellectual and political issues coming out the 
occupation Greece. And, course, writes with 
distinction and discrimination. Mrs. Ethridge’s 
contribution the literature enemy occupation 
think, her verbally dispassionate account the life 
villages deprived all their men Nazi savagery 
Communist banditry. The terrible will not-to-forget, the 
tendency grandmothers keep the youngest 
bonds hopeless mourning one side the 
world not covered— and not likely covered 
less frilly, more professional reporters. 


This gratifying departure from Mrs. Ethridge’s touris 
habit getting herself firmly into the center 
picture. Her strength, her weakness, her proud 
femininity. She has the unprofessional woman’s 
standing the basic feelings all classes and races, 
this that redeems her book from its constant essay 
triviality. 
The amazement the authoress some the things 
she saw behind the Iron Curtain hardly tribute her 
comprehension what she should have been able read 
her husband’s Louisville newspapers. There nothing 
her account events Jugoslavia and Bulgaria that 
has not appeared the metropolitan press. What 
Ethridge has gotten out her travels fresh 
view the Balkans that should send her fond readers 
scurrying the better travel agencies. Her account the 
damage Budapest and Vienna will make old visitors 
sad. Somewhat bewildering though, she shows the 
ous Bristol Vienna much more 
establishment than was the days pre-war 
glory. Mrs. Ethridge’s enthusiasm for every mountain 
peak and peach tree impressive, but does not make 
for literary impressiveness. Lawrence, who met 
Mrs. Ethridge while roving for the New 
York Times, whose car she rode from Belgrade 
Geneva, made, think, the definitive criticism her 
ary limitations: “You are inflating the language until 
isn’t going worth damn anybody. What 
you think ‘beautiful’ means now after you’ve used 
thousand Nothing. Absolutely nothing. And 
that goes for ‘lovely’ and ‘wonderful’ too.” The book can 
read any age group. Some may object grounds 
taste the title the chapter visit the Ortho 
dox primatial monastery Rila, Bulgaria: Night the 
Exarch’s Bed” 

Joseph Cotter 

John Carroll University 

Cleveland, Ohio 


PEOPLES BOOK CLUB—MARCH SELECTION 


Downes, Anne Miller. Mary 
Feb. 1948. 319p. $2.75. 


The consequences this novel’s being chosen People’s 
Book Club Selection are gloomy contemplate when one 
reflects the number will thus automatically touch. 
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been done often—this deliberate placing point- 
less obscenity the hands those willing pay for the 
mistake having their literature indiscriminately tossed 
them—that beginning long for some sort 
enforced censor librorum rule book club standards. 


Artistically and stylistically “Mary Donovan” offers 
the mature mind, regardless its raison 
“important novel marriage, home and 
Written the subtlety 12-year-old’s level, 
its descent into sin matter raw and promiscuous 
passion. 
Mary Kent, daughter prominent Massachusetts law- 
yer, meets and falls promptly love with superficial Tom 
Donovan, employee her father. Flouting old R.’s 
wishes, she marries him. Initially Tom sustains his role 
the white-haired son-in-law, but the arrival their 
frst child prods him insane jealousy and abandons 
his wife for return his Bohemian friends the past. 
Investing heavily art magazine, his gambles eventu- 
ally ruin the family financially. Temporarily shattered, 
comes back Mary, and amid the intimacies the 
(which the reader not spared) she forgives 
him. 
Over span years Tom fathers two more infants before 
shaking free responsibilities again. Time marches on, 
and the children advance age and wisdom. Not 
Mary. She still young and lovely and clings with 
nauseating naivete primitive desire her husband. 
Even the appearance his several illegitimate offspring 
fails shake her ill-directed devotion. Though each her 
own youngsters suffers the stigma their father’s wrong- 
doing, Mary rushes Tom’s mainstay when finally 
home die. Charmingly contrite and appeal- 
ing, smile his lips, carried off, presumably, 
Abraham’s bosom, leaving behind heroic obituary and 
quite few loose ends for his wife explain the 
community. 
Obviously, there nothing recommend such story. 
$2.75 copy, even expensive pulp. 

Lois Slade 

Dubuque, 


Abrahams, Peter. The Path Thunder. 
Feb. 278p. $2.75. 


Recent American fiction has featured recurrent use 
the novel device protest against social prejudices, 
those associated with racial color. The latest 
Harper “find” comparatively unknown British writer 
whose fourth novel (the first published this country) 
that the problems the colored man are 
means confined the United States. The Path the 
Thunder has for background the ostracism and brutality 
that its negro author witnessed his native South Africa. 
preaches with deep earnestness against 
chiefly its story but often also explicitly: ‘The tragedy 
isin this land and our times. You must first native 
Chinaman Greek, that the tragedy. You cannot 
ahuman being first” (p. 240). 


Born the highveld the 


Harper. 


Lanny Swartz the hero. 


illegitimate son negro mother and the manorial ruler 
the district, gains the unique privilege university 


Abrahams 
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education. Thus equipped returns teach the 
colored community Stilleveld: where colored men are ex- 
pected subservient and not address white person 
until spoken to; and where.they turn, proud their 
white forbears from the big house the hill, arrogantly 
disdain the pure black Kaffir natives inferior race. 


Years before, colored Sam DuPlessis had refused Fieta 
his own people and dared instead return the love 
white girl; the beating given him punishment has left 
remains devoted him, though she occasionally indulges 
nymphomaniac debauch Capetown relieve her 
frustration. Despite this object lesson, Lanny falls love 
with Sarie Villiers, adopted daughter the local Baas. 
Following the consummation their love prior mari- 
tal ceremony, Sarie reiterates the passionate theme the 
story near its climatic moment: earth! Tell thy stupid 
children love. Tell them for they are need tell- 
ing. need the simple things. need sympathy 
and understanding and brotherliness. need love 
stronger and bigger than country and race, love that 
embraces all countries and all races, the ultimate love 
man for man. And teach them too, earth, anger, 
just and righteous, that offers peace only men good 
will. Tell them all hearts are sacred, all hearts can ache 
Tell Tell them while one man and one 
woman cannot love safety there security for none 
Tell (pp. 261-2). 


Baas Gert, however, not responsive the fraternity 
races and sets about his revenge just the lovers are 
escaping color prejudice flight Portuguese East 
Africa. He, three his companions, Mad Sam, Lanny, 
and Sarie are all killed the fracas that follows his in- 
terruption the elopement. The catastrophe receives 
double reporting close the book. Fieta brings the news 
the colored people, who moralize: “They loved. That 
all they did They harmed one. They were 
drawn together because they were people kind... 
Two young people kind And now there are the 
trasting epilogue (which risks demagoguery) for need- 
less effect) concludes with distorted newspaper account 
that reports the deaths and protests against educating 
black people. 


The culmination obviously makes concessions 
reader’s sympathies and might found grimly unpleasant, 
but substitute happy ending would irreparable 
descent from tragedy melodrama. The plot kept 
almost rudely simple, depending for its effect chiefly upon 
the central situation and sensitive fidelity reality. 
The prosaic joys and humble habits the native char- 
acters are especially well presented, though Sarie’s accept- 
ance Lanny somewhat inadequately motivated and 
Gert Villiers seems bit too much Simon Legree. 
Occasionally, too, there tendency deterministic 
interpretation conduct. The style has simple force 
that contributes the tone heartfelt sincerity; its only 
gross term black bastard, the customary epithet for 
recalcitrant native. Abrahams least effective when 
pleads openly, but for the most part lets his story offer 
its own message. remarked, life Stilleveld features 
considerable illegitimacy, and there sexual promiscuity 
the characterizations Fieta and Gert. Such matters, 
however, are means paraded relished. They are 
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realities the 


offered circumspectly but honestly 
safely evaluated 


environment and will doubt 

such average adult readers. 
George Grauel, Ph.D. 
John 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Harvin, Emily. The Stubborn Wood. 
Jan. 20, 1948. 365p. $3.00. 


This novel with very clear and laudable purpose 
that floodlighting unhappy conditions private mental 
hospitals. have tract, written novel form, 
which draws charges cruelty abuse untrained 
nurses and doctors, preventab bad sanitary 
conditions, unspeakably poor food, badly prepared and 
forcibly served, lack adequate physical and mental 
examinations, continuous and unnecessary seda- 
tives. Most startling the indictments that im- 
prisonment parents wives families who find them 
burden embarrassment. State hospitals the 
other hand, the author maintains, avoid such temptation 
connive with relatives and plunge patients deepe 
into madness, having salaried staff untouched 
motives personal profit. 


The plot concerns Monica Ellen Prystal, the happy mother 
two boys and for years the adoring wife 
successful architect with two weaknesses alcohol and 
women. The first weakness was responsible for the loss 
her third, unborn, child. The second, after failure 
rally normal strength over six months stay five 

hospitals, prompted her husband put her 
mental hospital. Thereafter, drugs, terror and the taunt- 
ing nurses and doctors induced three attempts suicide 
which left her crippled and agonizing pain. Released 
from this institution through the efforts her mother 
and her aunt, she was sent another private hospital 
where fourth attempt suicide resulted furthe 
debilitation and pain. medical examination was made; 
constructive physical psychiatric treatments were 
offered either After two years this exist- 
ence she was transferred, her husband’s instigation, 
public hospital. four months time, average decent 
care and the absence stupefying drugs enabled the staff 
doctor release her her family’s care, over her hus- 
band’s bitter objections. Thereafter, she speedily recovered 
her health, her good looks, her children, and was well 
the way acquiring another husband. 


The publisher tells that “Emily Harvin” nom 
plume for former “deputy and assistant adminis- 
trative officer The Department Institutions 
western where she obtained depositions, affidavits 
and photostats public records, plus set X-rays 
similar the one which plays role this novel. 
are told further that “her family does not suspect she has 
ever appeared print. Because she uncertain 
how they will take it, portrait this striking woman 
not included here. she confided her publisher, 
the first female well-known and widely respected 
family divorce hushand, wear slacks, smoke cigarette 
take job’.” 


use of 


Certainly, she acquainted with the inside hospitals 
for the insane, and with the court procedures incident 
obscenity, 


upon commitment and release. 


Harvin Holmes 


Best 


insult hypodermic needle overlooked the detailing 
scene upon scene. word too foul scene 
animal put print. Yet, spite the 
realism the author labors over, the setting woven 
the plot more authentically than one would 
from visitor who once strolled the corridors the 
tutions she describes. The short paragraph prelimin 
the novel which vouches for records and X-rays 
real case impresses the reader more deeply than 
tears and indignities and injustice perpetrated upon 
heroine. Characters are inconsistent, shallow and 
plot obviously and patently contrived. The 
reader fully accepts the fiendishness doctors and 
brutalities nurses. Monica’s tears and her pathetic, 
wavering love (up the last chapter when 
sudden death) for her caddish 


ry 


sal) 


the 


husband 
excuse enough for his keeping her locked up. 


Inevitably, this book must compared with Mary Jane 
Ward’s The Snake Pit, which inferior 
artificial, bad-tempe rather than righteously 
and bad taste. Language and episodes are much 
poignant, much more revolting. the earlier novel, the 
language and incidents were accepted and pitied; The 
Stubborn Wood, seems only poor judgment use them 
against the background True Story not 
quarrel with the author’s rather, say 
her skill not commensurate with that purpose. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Holmes, Marjorie. Ten O’clock 
cott. Jan. 319p. $3.00. 


Ten Scholar offers very revelatory picture the 
American public school system traces the stoy 
career school superintendent. Devoid any rancor 
bitterness, the overall effect, however, not too 
mentary. 


young man average ability but outstanding person 
ality and desire the top, Ralph Mallison chose 
become superintendent consolidated 
rather than teach prominent small city high school. 
was not easy decision for recent college graduate 
make those salaried days the early 
But through pluck and hard work ged ahead 
Hixton until his path was blocked two forces—com- 
munity prejudice lack funds. 


rura 


Having thus established name for himself, next 
moved Cedar Center, where earlier had 
teach. High school education here 
worshipping the athletic director. Despite some 
excellent work, Ralph’s term office was doomed 
soon insisted the dismissal several star athletes 
when they were caught the girls’ locker room the 
gym. The fact that one the “culprits happened 
the son the president the school board should not, 
course, forgotten. 


Next the itinerant schoolmaster’s journey was Dr. 
Hightower’s super-progressive institution where Ralph was 
quick learn how much money can wasted using 
children guinea pigs only have them turn into 
sponsible Experience with his own twin 
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was sufficient evidence open his eyes the weakness 
such system. 


this time, having fortified himself with several more 
degrees, Ralph was ready take over large city school 
where was determined inaugurate his own ambitious 
program. However soon learned that politics, graft and 
not mix and found himself caught 
which abhorred. 


Interwoven with this development Mallison’s hectic 
professional career the story his equally tempestuous 
married life. Soon after accepting his first post Hixton 
married Jan, frivolous, not-too-intellectual, hoydenish 
type individual. Always the center male eyes, Jan 
makes use this attraction further her husband’s 
Yet never sure her and steadily doubts 
and uneasy about her the wife school super- 
Throughout, their married life presented 
being established very tenuous ground, especially 
when Ralph, his last position, finds great deal 
the not always intellectual companionship one 
his female teachers. This affair, coupled with all the 
intrigues, almost costs him this job, but the final 
note serenity has been restored, both home 
and his job. 

Ten Scholar interestingly readable and abound- 
ing some very adroit, authentic characterization. Un- 
the author seems have been led astray 
some popular ideas that all women teachers are frus- 
trated, waiting get married, continuing teach be- 
cause they have been disappointed love. Their male 
counterparts—to put mildly—are simply rut. They 
are teaching, and that all that it. Educators 
and anyone concerned with the training our 
youngsters will find Ten Scholar passable reading. 
Its audience must restricted because some inexcus- 
able addiction vulgar, offensive language and tendency 
dwell the “seamy” side life. 


Francis 
Manhattan College 
Ney York City 


Capote, Truman. Other Voices, Other Rooms. Ran- 
dom House. Jan. 19, 1948. 231p. $2.75. 


Truman Capote probably the best the whole litter 
cub novelists now swarming over the publishing houses. 
Compared the shallow and sterile ruminations Gore 
Vidal and the childishly naive Gertrude Steinish mys- 
Anais Nin, the author Other Voices, Other 
Rooms certainly shows far more promise mastering his 
chosen craft. things stand now, lacks balance, 
cohesion and strength. But does possess instinct 
for sense impression and the ability catch image 
the run. The transition from adolescence manhood, 
tadpole growin’ fish”, there the theme. 
Harrison Knox Sansom makes anything but yearling. 
uses correct grammar. also spends two the 


summer months hot, lonesome, neurotic 
outpost isolated Southern hamlet. Boyhood, realism, 
allegory, touch the exotic and touch the mystic, 
suggestion abnormality and hint perversion, 
powder puff art and effete artist, half-mad old maid, 
anegress, tomboy and midget; magic charms 
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and crystal visions; urbane pen, precocious imagina- 
tion and immature mind titillated the carnal. These 
are the variations the theme. readers except those 
professionally interested literature would profit 
waiting for Truman Capote’s next book before deciding 
whether read him not. 


Simon, Raphael. The Glory Thy People. Mac- 
millan. Jan. 13, 1948. xvii, 139p. $2.00. 


Many the converts Catholicism, gifted with literary 
ability, have written their autobiography not from any 
motive vanity but express their gratitude God for 
this signal grace, and persuade other non-Catholics 
imitate their example. Such books are always interesting, 
because the paths which God leads men into His 
Church are never identically the same. Often the result 
masterpiece, St. Augustine’s Confessions, New- 
man’s Apologia, and Stoddard’s Rebuilding Lost Faith. 
Kenneth Simon, therefore, was following glorious prece- 
dent when decided publish the story his con- 
version. 

The first chapter has only four pages and summarizes his 
early life New York City where was born Jewish 
parents August 1909. Two the most vivid 
recollections these days were the contradictory state- 
ments Orthodox and Reformed rabbis such vital 
doctrine the divine inspiration the Bible, 
determination never abandon the religion his fore- 
fathers. 

This followed the longest and most interesting chap- 
ter, entitled “Search for the Kingdom de- 
scribes his studies three universities: Michigan, Berlin, 
and Chicago. While his major branches were medicine 
and psychiatry, his principal hobby was philosophy. 
alone, was convinced, could give unity and order 
the vast amounts isolated facts which science had 
accumulated. Through his association Chicago with 
Hutchins, Adler, and McKeon became great admirer 
Aristotle and St. Thomas Aquinas. explains how 
arrived the conclusion that there was objective 
standard truth, that the human soul was spiritual and 
immortal, and that the only logical and scientific explana- 
tion for the origin man and the formation the 
universe was Personal God and Creator. 

While the young medical student owed much phi- 
losophy also realized its limitations. “could lead 
the intellectual knowledge God but could not 
make Him practical reality” (p. 39). decided, there- 
fore, examine the credentials Catholicism and 
supplement this study “prayer and the reading the 
Gospels” (p. The remaining three chapters are con- 
cerned with his advance step step into the Catholic 
Church, and with the reasons why later abandoned 
the practice psychiatry order become religious 
and priest the Trappist monastery Valley Falls 
Rhode Island. 

Monsignor Fulton Sheen writes splendid preface this 
book. appendix the author discusses the Shroud 
Turin since the picture Christ the frontispiece 
reproduction this remarkable relic, and also describes 
the solar prodigy Fatima order amplify his re- 
marks the text about the apparitions Our Blessed 
Mother. 
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Father Raphael, the author now called religion, 
writes very well. His explanation the Church’s doc- 
trine simple, clear, and correct. There little over- 
lapping times but does not seriously detract from the 
unity the logical sequence ideas. For the sake 
readableness divides each chapter into sections, which 
vary length according the subject-matter. Before 
each chapter and again the end the book gives 
abstract these sub-divisions. This analytical sum- 
mary takes the place index. 


The Glory Thy People will cause Catholics from 
childhood appreciate their faith all the more, and 
will awaken them feeling sympathy for non- 
Catholics who must overcome such tremendous obstacles 
before reaching the haven truth. This book cannot 
fail suggest new methods approach priest, who 
comes contact with, who instructing students 
our secular and often godless colleges and universities. 
Finally, will ideal gift for any Jew, who inter- 
ested Catholicism. The author shows very clearly that 
entering the Church remained faithful his boy- 
hood resolve never abandon the Jewish religion. For 
him, St. Paul, the greatest all converts from 
Judaism, “If you are Christ’s, then you are the offspring 
Abraham” (Galatians, 3-29). 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Ephrata, Pa. 


Hollywood 
Grosset Dunlap. Nov. 


Hecht, Andrew. 
troduction Bob Hope. 
1947. 212p. $2.00. 
Hollywood Merry-Go-Round collection 
purportedly humorous, about Hollywood. That Holly- 
wood presents honest target for humor goes without 
saying. However, one thing assume that Holly- 
wood funny place and quite another conclude 
from this, editor Hecht does, that each individual 
movie star great wit, Parker Kaufman whose 
most casual remarks are prone assume the proportions 
epigram. This least seems Mr. Hecht’s idea 
and certainly stuck with it, for the present volume 
work monumental dullness, and the stories attribu- 
ted such famous wits and raconteurs Betty Grable, 
Victor Mature, and Linda Darnell range quality from 
the merely inane the completely stupefying. There 
some allusion the jacket this book the racy and 
ribald quality the collection, accusation, make 
haste add, entirely without foundation. The book 
dull enough, but isn’t dirty. 
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